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Greener Duns is a 
Co-op Local Cause 

Calling all members of Duns Co-op! Greener 
Duns is now one of the store’s Local Causes and 
you can choose us to receive your share of the 

Co-op’s community  pay-outs. The system works like 
this: Every time members buy selected Co-op branded 

products and services, 2p for every pound spent goes to 
you and the Co-op donates the same amount to 

community organisations and local causes. Across the 
UK Co-op members have raised £117 million and 

helped seven million people since 2016.

Sco�sh Charitable Incorporated Organisa�on No: SC051641

Falling passenger numbers pu�ng Borders’ 
bus service under review
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Pot holes, fast traffic and lack of cycle lanes are all 
being blamed for keeping some people off their bikes in 
the Borders. A traffic-free route might be the best way of 
encouraging people to cycle more, according to a recent 
survey by Greener Duns.
More than 80% of the survey’s 50-plus respondents said 
that road condi�ons are the biggest barrier to cycling, 
especially pot holes, lack of protected cycle lanes and fast 
traffic. More than half of the sample said they didn’t 
know where the quiet roads are locally, and nearly 80% 
said that a traffic-free cycle route would encourage them 
to cycle more. Others were interested in free Dr Bike 
sessions in Duns, training in how to repair their bikes at 
the roadside and the op�on of an electric bike. 
Greener Duns is now working with Cycling UK to see how 
some of these repair initiatives might happen.

Safety worries 
keeping cyclists 
off roads, 
Greener Duns’ 
survey suggests

Left: Greener 
Duns joined the 
Global Day of 
Action march to 
the Scottish 
Parliament on 
12th November 
to protest at 
lack of action to 
combat climate 
change. Eloner 
Crawford, GD 
Chair (right) and 
Emma McDevitt. 

Local bus use is falling, according to Sco�sh Borders Council, 
and a public online survey has been launched to review 
regional bus networks.
“Bus travel habits are not returning to what they were 
pre-Covid,” said Councillor Jenny Linehan, SBC Execu�ve 
Member for Environment and Transport. “The con�nued lack 
of patronage creates funding pressures for both commercial 
and subsidised services. Financially that cannot be sustained.  
It is equally important that an environmentally sustainable bus 
network is put in place, one that helps people to swap from a 
private car to the bus for as many journeys as possible.”
Complete the survey online at: 
www.scotborders.gov.uk/busnetworkreview2022 
Open un�l 9th January 2023.

greenerduns@gmail.com
greenerduns.org

Get in touch!

Tell us what you think -
What environmental improvements 
would you like to see in Duns?

Here are some sugges�ons:
More li�er control
Traffic-free cycle routes
Town-centre bo�le banks 
Recycling bins for crisps packets 
and bo�le tops in schools
A repair shop in Duns
More recycling of garden waste.

Possibilities include:
*New stickers or leaflets to remind householders what 
can be recycled in their roadside recycling bins. 
*A network for businesses to donate each other 
unneeded  materials that would otherwise go to waste.
*Finding ways of recycling items not suitable for general 
waste or recycling bins.
*A pop-up repair shop
*A permanent Duns-based repair facility

Greener Duns wants to encourage more 
repairing, upcycling and recycling

If you have any suggestions, we’d love to hear from you. 
greenerduns@gmail.com
greenerduns.org
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The feasibility report for the Borders Greenway route has now 
been published and is well worth a look. Go to: h�ps://story-
maps.arcgis.com/stories/
b026a2eca27d435db5637dbc8ccc2163 
or search for Borders Greenway Story Map.
The proposed mul�-use path runs for 40 miles between 
Tweedbank and Eyemouth, much of it on disused railway line, 
and could prove a popular traffic-free walking and cycling 
route. "Cycling or walking on rural roads can be off-pu�ng, 
especially for families with young children,” said Rachel Hardie 
of Greener Duns. “If it goes ahead, the Greenway could open 
up the area for everyone to enjoy safely (and even commute 
to work), without worrying about traffic." 

Members of the Borders Greenway Community Collaboration 
Group and Earlston Walk It who joined forces in November to 
test part of the route between Earlston and Greenlaw.

Borders Greenway feasibility report out

Duns Primary is Eco Ac�ve!
As reported in our last issue, Duns Primary School has formed 
an Eco Committee to help achieve a greener and more 
eco-friendly community in, and around, Duns. The committee is 
now planning ways to tackle food poverty and do more 
recycling.  As Hattie Kendrick, one of the Eco Committee 
Leaders, explains, “One of the big jobs we’ve had to do is carry 
out an Environmental Review of our school.  This has helped us 
think of things that we are doing well and what we’d like to get 
better at in the future.”  
The children have designed an Eco Display in the school 
reception area, which includes a recycling point for used milk 
bottle tops and old pens. The school has also acquired litter 
pickers for the pupils to keep the playground tidy. 

Duns Primary Eco Committee Leaders, 
Hattie Kendrick and Scott Thomson.

Finding new ways to reduce waste
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YES: 
Lipsticks & Balms 
Mascaras & Liners 
Compacts & Palettes 
Plastic Tubes & Bottles 

NO: 
Nail Polish 

Brushes 
Wood 
Glass 

Maybelline
The cosmetics company has 
introduced recycling bins 
across 1,000 UK stores, 
including branches of Tesco, 
Boots, Sainsbury's and 
Superdrug. You can drop off 
used containers from any 
beauty brand, including 
compacts and eyeshadow 
palettes, mascaras, 
eyeliners, plastic tubes and 
bottles and packaging such 
as caps and pumps. Items 
not accepted for recycling 
are glass bottles, wooden 
eye pencils, make-up 
brushes, nail varnish and 
aerosol containers. 
The used items are recycled 
into plastic pellets, which 
can be made into products 
such as outdoor furniture.

Cheery Pear aims for 
plas�c free

If you would like fresh fruit and vegetables, 
delivered to your door in plastic-free or reused 

packaging, check out The Cheery Pear in Chirnside. As 
well as supplying local produce wherever possible, the 

two-women start-up makes a point of minimising its use 
of plastic packaging. 
“We have cut out as much plastic as we possibly can,” says 
co-founder Sara Doggett. “Plastic-free isn’t an option with 
everything - soft fruits, for instance, tend to come in punnets 
- but we reuse the plastic as much as we can. Nothing we 
get is single use, apart from the produce.”
The shop also supplies eggs, honey, jams and chutneys. 

For more informa�on, please contact Sara at 
thecheerypear@gmail.com

It’s now becoming easier to recycle health & 
beauty products. You can even track what 
happens to some of them after recycling.
Here are some examples:

Above: Zing Health & Beauty Salon 
in the Market Square, Duns, will take 
a range of containers for recycling. 
No nail polish, brushes, wood or
glass, though.

Tip for sustainability!
Make your own toilet cleaner by 
combining 1 cup of bicarb, 1/3 cup 
citric acid, 1 tablespoon washing up 
liquid and few drops essen�al oils. 
Mix in a tub and leave to harden 
with lid off. Tip a spoonful or two 
into the toilet bowl and scrub! 

Boots
The Recycle at Boots scheme is for 
hard-to-recycle beauty and healthcare 
products that can’t be put in home 
recycling, usually because they’re: 
*Too small (travel minis, samples etc).
*Made of composite materials (eg 
make-up palettes, compacts, lipsticks).
*Made from non-recyclable materials 
(toothpaste tubes, lotion pumps, etc).
Drop off your items in the recycling 
box at Boots in Berwick and, if you 
have an Advantage card, receive 500 
points in return. See https://
boots.scan2recycle.com/terms
Items that can’t be accepted include 

aerosols, perfume bottles, 
nail polish bottles, hair 
dyes, razor blades, food
packaging, blister packs 
and others. 
In 2020, Boots launched 
the Scan2Recycle app 
which allows customers to 
track not only how many 
products they've recycled, 
but to find out what’s 
happened to their empties 
once they're finished with 
them. See  https://-
boots.com/rec-
cle-at-boots-products 


