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Public demand in Duns could be 
growing for outlets where 
household items can be repaired or 
shared, according to recent 
research by Greener Duns (GD). A 
survey of 40-plus respondents at 
GD’s Make Do & Mend evening in 
May found near 100% support for a 
repair facility for items such as 
lamps, clothes and garden tools. 
Asked if they would use a ‘tool 
library’ to borrow items such as 
drills and garden tools, 84% of 
respondents said Yes, while 64% 
said they would also like to learn to 
repair their own items. 
“Repairing and sharing is vital if we 
want to move from a short- life, 
throwaway economy to a 
sustainable, circular economy 
which maintains and reuses items 
to save money and resources, 
while protec�ng the environment,” 
explained GD’s Rachel Hardie. “The 
Make Do & Mend slogan became 
popular during war�me when 
people ran short of essen�al items, 
but now it may be �me to turn the 
clock forward and make it the 
slogan for today.”
Selkirk already has a repair shop: 
The General Store. Its Director, Sue 
Briggs, who spoke at the event, 
said that lamps are the most  

Duns survey supports
Repair and Share

IT’S A WINNER!
Thank you to everyone 
who voted in our 
competition to find a 
design for a street sign 
to deter engine idling. 
The winning design 
(below) is being made 
into a sign by Scottish 
Borders Council to be 
displayed in Duns.  

Soda bread, lentil & tomato soup and rhubarb crumble 
were just some of the dishes cooked up on our new 
Cooking on a Budget course, which started in early 
June. The four-week course, which is fully subscribed, 
is run jointly by Abundant Borders and Greener Duns, 
with funding from BAVS. Its aim is to promote healthy 
eating and the preparation of wholesome recipes 
using seasonal, locally sourced ingredients. 
As Julia Wood reports, “We end the sessions by eating 
the fruits of our labour, which are delicious. We’ve all 
had an enjoyable time, meeting new friends and 
learning new skills. The Volunteer Hall was an 
excellent venue to host the course, so thanks to Emma 
McDevitt of A Heart for Duns and her team for helping 
us run such a successful event.” 

COOKING ON A BUDGET

CUT HARMFUL FUMES
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common item brought in for repair, followed by 
clothes, especially zip work, garden tools and, now, IT 
equipment.  “If you can carry it over the threshold, 
we’ll take a look,” she said. 
ReTweed, the social enterprise whose ac�vi�es 
include training in cra�, design and technology, 
has recently started repair workshops around the 
Borders. It recommended repairwhatyouwear.com for 
short tutorials on repair techniques.
Karen Birch of Abundant Borders talked about 
community gardening and the art of compos�ng using 
food waste, Greg Steel described the many free, green 
skills training courses on offer for a range of trades at 
Borders College and Ray Georgeson of Zero Waste 
Scotland summarised the need to devalue 
consumerism and revalue repair and upcycling. He said 
that more than 100,000 sofas that could be re-used are 
thrown away each year in Scotland, while power drills 
are used for an average of 13 minutes in their life�me. 
Music Broth, a lending library of musical instruments, 
was also represented at the event. It has grown rapidly 
from eight to 2,000 items, including a PA system to 
help out new bands. 
Greener Duns is now exploring new repair op�ons, 
including a local drop-off hub for the Selkirk General 
Store, a monthly drop-in repair café in Duns and a 
local Music Broth branch. 
Greener Duns’ Make Do & Mend evening in May

Rainbow's Ending tells environmental allegory
Six young eco warriors from BHS performed ‘Rainbow’s Ending’ at 
Duns Playfest in May.  The play is about two giants who use up all 
the Earth's resources, with the result that alterna�ve, sustainable 
means of energy have to be found. Adapted by director Eloner 
Crawford from an original play by Noel Grieg, the performance 
starred Eve Dewar, Joseph McEwen, Abigail Mackinnon-Lamb, 
Holly Mabon, Emmy Napier and Amelie Spence. continued top right

Are you electrically charged?

scotborders.gov.uk/EVConsulta�on

At the �me of our going to 
press, Duns was reduced to only 

one electric car charger. The original 
charger (by the library) had stopped 

working and been removed The working 
one was by the recycling centre - not very 

convenient if you’re visi�ng Duns!
With the numbers of electric vehicles forecast 

to rise significantly over the next 10 years, 
Sco�sh Borders Council wants to know what 
you think should happen with electric vehicle 
charging. What will happen if you can’t charge 
from home? How far would you be prepared 

to walk from a charging hub? These and 
many other ques�ons are included in 

the consulta�on, out now un�l 
June 24th. Please give SBC 

your thoughts!

The new Pingo on-demand bus 
service is GREAT! We used it recently 

to take us from Duns to St Abbs as we 
fancied a linear coastal walk to Eyemouth. 

The driver was very helpful and the 16-seater 
minibus was so comfortable, taking us on roads we 

had never travelled on before. We were dropped off 
in the centre of St Abbs, very conveniently for our 
morning coffee at the Ebb Carrs Café, before se�ng off 
on our walk. 
You can download the Ride Pingo app to book your 
journey, and pay online or on the bus. The base 

fare is £2, plus 20p per mile. If you have a 
concession card, just present it as you 

would on the normal bus service. The 
bus is wheelchair accessible and 

can carry two bikes.
Julia Wood

It’s all Go with Pingo!

At the end of April, Greener Duns joined a 
Community Collabora�on Group to hear the interim 
results of Atkins Consultants’ feasibility study of the 
Tweedbank to Eyemouth traffic-free path, largely 
following the course of disused railway lines. 
The feedback was very posi�ve and the public 
consulta�on collected more than 1,300 responses. 
The final report had s�ll to be released at �me of 
going to press, but, in the mean�me, we have started 
walking the en�re 38-mile route along exis�ng paths 
close by, to demonstrate what a great asset it is 
expected to be for walkers, cyclists and horse riders.
These photos are from the 7.5-mile sec�on between 
Tweedbank sta�on and Earlston. Further sec�ons 
between Earlston, Gordon, Greenlaw, Duns, 
Chirnside, Reston and Eyemouth will be walked over 
the next few months. 
Links to descrip�ons of the sec�ons will appear on 
the GD website as they are walked. 

Posi�ve feedback on railway paths plan 

An exciting new 
addition to Duns! 
A bicycle repair 
station - to be 
found on Murray 
Street just outside 
Zings - installed 
by Scottish 
Borders Council. 
There’s one in 
Chirnside, too. River Tweed near Melrose 

 Tim Jackson of the CC Group at the Leaderfoot Viaduct

Wheely Easy

Get in touch!

greenerduns@gmail.com
greenerduns.org

Cleaning Up the River
On a sunny Jubilee weekend morning, five 
volunteers joined Greener Duns to take part 
in the Great Borders River Clean along the 
banks of the Blackadder in Greenlaw. 
Around 20kg of rubbish were collected 
including a traffic sign, a body board and an 
en�re car seat, along with plenty of plas�c! 
The Great Borders River Clean takes place 
twice a year across the Sco�sh Borders. 
See greentweedeco.org for more details.  

Tell us what you think -
What environmental improvements 
would you like to see in Duns?

Here are some sugges�ons:
More li�er control
Traffic-free cycle routes
Town-centre bo�le banks 
Recycling bins for crisps packets 
and bo�le tops in schools
A repair shop in Duns
More recycling of garden waste.
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River volunteers, left to right: Richard Wood, 
Julia Wood, Tracey McGregor and James Shirreff.
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