
  

The newsletter of  Greener Duns

SUSTAINABLE TIMES

Small Steps to Solve a Big Problem

A whopping 14 bin bags of li�er 
were collected from just one layby 
outside Duns recently when 
Greener Duns joined forces with 
Blooming Marvellous in a morning’s 
li�er pick. 
The opera�on came about a�er 
GD’s James Shirreff had been 
taking a walk through the 
beau�ful beech wood behind 
the Edrom layby on the A6105 
with Candy Philip and Diane 
Colcomb of Blooming Marvellous. 
“We were u�erly shocked by the 
sheer amount of li�er there, so we 
returned with li�er pickers, stout 

Car idlers to receive 
no�ce in Duns
Duns town centre is to be given 
street signs asking drivers not to 
leave their engines running when 
parked. Thanks to a campaign by 
Greener Duns to reduce danger-
ous fumes by deterring car idling, 
Sco�sh Borders Council has 
asked us to design the No Idling 
signs and iden�fy where they 
should be placed. With the help 
of David McKnight at surveyors 
Richard Amos Ltd, we have 
produced a map of the town 
centre with possible loca�ons 
marked. The map will be sent to 
Duns Community Council for 
approval. We have also produced 
four possible sign designs, 

which can be seen on the 
Greener Duns website and 
Facebook page. Have a 
look and tell us which one 
works best for you!

EVERY TIME YOU STOP,

SWITCH OFF!

EXHAUST FUMES ARE HARMFUL
SWITCH OFF YOUR ENGINE WHEN STOPPED

SPRING 2022

LAYBY LITTER NIGHTMARE

Litter at Edrom layby

Continued top right

Railway paths take a step forward
Plans to turn disused railway lines into traffic-free 
walking and cycling paths have taken an encouraging 
step forward with the announcement that Sco�sh 
Borders Council has commissioned a feasibility study to 
examine the project. The Council has also launched a 
public consulta�on so that you can have your say on 
the issue.
Atkins, the high-profile design, engineering and 
project-management consultancy, will look at the 
possibility of opening up a people-friendly Ac�ve Travel 
route of approximately 33 miles between Tweedbank 
sta�on and Eyemouth. The route will use disused 
railway track, where possible, and pass through Duns 
from Greenlaw, before heading to Chirnside and 
Reston sta�on. 
Greener Duns has been doing its own research by 
walking some of the route to see what the project would 
involve. As GD’s Rachel Hardie explained, “It would allow 
children to walk and cycle safely to school, families to go 
out with their young children without fear of fast cars, 
people to commute sustainably, all of us to exercise 
without breathing in traffic fumes and promote sustaina-
ble tourism.”
Rachel added, “You have un�l March 31st to give your 
feedback on the plans by clicking on this link to the 
Ac�ve Travel consulta�on. Please share it as widely 
as possible.”
https://scotborders.citizenspace.com/economic-develo-
ment-emergency-planning-and-communications/twee
dbank-to-eyemouth-active-travel-route/

gloves and bin bags,” James told Sustainable Times. 
“We filled 14 bin bags of mostly plas�c waste, cans 
and glass bo�les, including at least 15 two-litre 
plas�c bo�les full of urine! Emptying them was not 
a pleasant task! At the end of the morning, we 
bundled the bin bags into the backs of our cars and 
took them to Duns Recycling Centre for disposal. 
“We plan to ask Sco�sh Borders Council to put a 
No Li�ering sign up there, and we appeal to people 
to take their rubbish home with them rather than 
spoiling our beau�ful environment by simply 
slinging it out of the car window.”
 

LAYBY LITTER NIGHTMARE cont

Walking the line - Checking a 
possible railway path between 
Duns and Chirnside. Left to right: 
Candy Philip of Keeping Duns 
Blooming Marvellous, James 
Shirreff and Eloner Crawford of 
Greener Duns, and Tim Jackson of 
Eastern Borders Green Routes.

The Repair Shop is one of BBC TV’s most popular 
programmes and with good reason. Repairing and 
re-using broken items, rather than throwing them 
away, is key to reducing waste, improving the 
environment and saving money. In the US there is 
even a Right to Repair, and manufacturers are 
legally obliged to sell items that are repairable. 
So, in the spirit of repair and re-use, Greener Duns 
is invi�ng you to its first-ever event: a ‘Make Do 
and Mend’ evening at the Volunteer Hall on 
Monday 16th May. There will be speakers and 
demonstra�ons of what we can do to avoid buying 
new items by fixing our old ones. See you there!

‘Make Do and Mend’ Evening 
May 16th Duns Volunteer Hall 7pm-9pm 

 
Thanks to Marion, 

you won’t miss the bus!
Duns resident Marion Smith has told 

us she has been successful in her bid to 
have the bus �metable updated at the old 

Royal Bank stop and the missing one reinstated 
and updated at Duns News Plus. Marion explains, 

“I have been using buses regularly since I got my 
bus pass last year, and really appreciate being able 
to save money and help the environment. But, living 
near the bus stop, I had lost count of the number of 
people asking me about the �mes of buses. I have 
accessed the informa�on for them on my phone, 
but many people do not have that luxury. And 

you can access bus �metables at Duns Library, 
but it is not always open. So I decided to 

take ac�on and ask the Council to have 
the �metables at the bus stops 

reinstated and updated.”
Thank you, Marion, and 
Sco�sh Borders Council!

Cooking on a Budget
Greener Duns is linking up 
with Abundant Borders, 
BAVS and A Heart for Duns 
to run cookery courses in 
low energy, low budget, 
nutri�onal meals using the 
kitchens at Duns Volunteer 
Hall. See our website and 
Facebook page for updates.



Greener Duns has 
become a member of the 

S�rling-based environmental charity 
Circular Communi�es Scotland (CCS). 

So what is a ‘circular community’ and why has 
GD joined? As CCS explains, “In a linear economy, 

we take virgin materials from the earth, make them 
into consumer products, use them and then discard 
them into landfill. In a circular economy, we keep 
products in high economic use for as long as possible. 
If someone has finished with a product, it is reused by 
someone else. If a product is broken, it is repaired. If a 
product cannot be reused, then its materials, which 
are also valuable resources, are recycled.”

Benefits of CCS membership include connec�ng 
with more than 190 chari�es and social 

enterprises across Scotland that specialise 
in recycling, reusing and repairing.

See circularcommuni�es.scot

Thinking in Circles

Duns needs town-centre bins for recycling glass, and 
Greener Duns is campaigning to have them 
installed. As GD’s Louise Adams points out, “Anyone 
without a car faces a long walk to the industrial 
estate to recycle their glass. A lot of glass that could 
easily be recycled must be going to landfill.  
Duns needs easier access!”

Plas�c recycling, however, is improving in the town, 
now that many items carry a green label and should 
be taken to a ‘recycling point’, which in Duns is the 
blue bin at the Co-op check outs.
But plas�c is s�ll a huge global problem.  “At the 
moment, 40% of plas�c is s�ll single use,” says 
Louise. “Each year that amounts to 160 million 
tonnes of single-use plas�c. 

Some posi�ve news is that the UN Environment 
Assembly recently decided to nego�ate a global 
plas�cs treaty.  This will set rules for the produc�on, 
use and disposal of plas�cs.  It’s not going to happen 
instantly.  World leaders have un�l 2024 to agree

Duns is making progress 
on recycling plas�c, but more 
bins are needed for glass

Julia Wood
greenerduns@gmail.com
greenerduns.org
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Tell us what you think
What environmental improvements 
would you like to see in Duns?

Here are some sugges�ons:
More li�er control
Traffic-free cycle routes
Town-centre bo�le banks 
An e-bike scheme
Recycling bins for crisps packets and 
bo�le tops in schools
A repair shop in Duns
More recycling of garden waste.

Get in touch!

 the key elements.  Sadly, during the next two years 
it is es�mated that another 16 million tonnes of 
plas�c will end up in the world’s oceans.  Nonethe-
less, the treaty is certainly a step in the right 
direc�on.”
Have your say on recycling in Duns. Contact Greener 
Duns and tell us what you would like to see.
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